
DRAFT CONCERNS AND EXAMPLE MITIGATION STRATEGIES (6/21/16) 

Adjacent landowners and members of the public have raised concerns regarding possible problems a trail might 
bring to their communities and have a negative impact on their lives.  Studies show trails with good management 
plans and public support are viewed as an important community amenity.  Trail research reports can be found on 
the Internet.  One independent library of recreational trail studies is http://headwaterseconomics.org/trail/ .   

CONCERNS EXAMPLE POSSIBLE MITIGATION STRATEGIES  

Dogs 1.  Signage: Leashes Required, Pickup Waste (Provide plastic bags, convenient disposal  
     locations) 
2.  Dog fencing to separate trail from adjacent properties 
3.  Develop leash enforcement standards with local governments  

Privacy 1.  Landscape plantings to shield nearby homes from trail 
2.  Trespass signage 
3.   Hours of operation 

Trespassing 1.   Signage: Respect Private Property, Posted, No Trespassing 
2.   Signage: Legal consequences of trespass 
3.   Signage: Farm Operations Safety (equipment and animals) 

Public Safety 1.   Public safety response plan(s) established and practiced with law enforcement  
      agencies (State Police, Sheriff, City Police, Federal Agency Public Safety agencies) and  
      other organizations, including fire departments, medical emergency and search and  
      rescue responders. 
2.   Signage specifying how trail users and landowners can contact public safety agencies 
      and trail managers to report problems and concerns. 
3.  Limit camping to designated areas along the trail 

Lack of Response to 
Problems 

1.   Reporting protocols published with telephone and e-mail contact information 
2.   Problems data recorded and responses reported to public/elected officials 

Hours of Operation 1.   Reach community consensus on trail use hours.  Some trails have fixed  
      hours of operation, others use a fixed time before and after sunrise/sunset 

Trash and Litter 1.  Pack it in, take it out rule/with signage 
2.  Regular litter patrols by volunteer “Trail Rangers” 
3.  Youth group(s) projects 
4.  Adopt a trail segment strategy 
5.  Trash receptacles at trailheads and other access points with regular service to maintain 
6.   Community pride education campaign  

Weeds 1 1.  Management plan requires weed abatement 
2.  Have requested Wallowa County Weed Control manager draft  a weed management  
      plan to provide guidance, regular weed patrols by trail management 
3.  Identify problem areas and treat in right of way, notify landowners of weed issues 

Fencing 1.  It is the responsibility of the railroad and trail management to provide fencing.  It is  
      expected landowner will repair damage caused by their livestock. 

Fire Hazards 1.  Signage and Enforcement: No smoking or alcoholic beverages allowed on trail  

Unauthorized Motor 
Vehicle Use 

1.  Barriers at trail access points to restrict unauthorized motor vehicle use. 
2.  Signage and enforcement with penalties 

 

                                                           
1
 Approximately 30% of right-of-way will be in use as the trail, reducing the area susceptible to weed problems.  An 

equestrian enthusiast noted that horses do not eat and spread noxious weeds through their manure. 
 

http://headwaterseconomics.org/trail/


 


